
Artist Profile



Professional Summary

Paula Karanja is a Nairobi-based Animation Filmmaker and Visual artist whose work has a strong focus on allegorical 
storytelling, speculative writing and world-building. Her work delves into a more comprehensive examination of  
traditional and modern Pan-African identities, cultures and human behaviour. She specializes in Creative Direction, 
Art Direction and 2D Animation creating rich, immersive visuals for Animation, Games, XR and Graphic 
Applications.

As an Animation Adjunct Lecturer, Paula is dedicated to nurturing the next generation of  African filmmakers, 
teaching 2D Animation, Design and Animation History at institutions like the African Digital Media Institute 
(ADMI) and Kenya Institute of  Mass Communication (KIMC).

Paula has contributed to projects for clients including Disney, Triggerfish and Fallohide Africa, among others. Her 
work has been featured at prestigious venues like Saatchi Gallery, Turner Contemporary, Alliance Française Nairobi 
and Kuona Trust, showcasing her versatility across independent and commercial roles alike.

Objective
2D Animation, Art Direction, Visual Development, Design and Paint for Animation, Games, XR and 
Graphic Applications.

https://www.instagram.com/paula.karanja/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/in/paulakaranja/
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm14988829/?ref_=ext_shr_lnk
https://www.paulakaranja.com/


Work Experience
Independent Producer, Director, Art Director| September 2018 - Present
Creative Consultant |Fallohide Africa| January 2024 - Present 
Animation Lecturer
Kenya Institute of  Mass Communication | September 2022 - Present
Africa Digital Media Institute | July 2023 - February 2024
Visual Development Artist 
Kizazi Moto: Generation Fire |Nalo Studios|April 2021 - January 2022
Illustrator and Graphic Consultant
Dots and Graphics Limited, Kenya | May 2019 - August 2019 
The Tsunami Studio, Kenya | November 2018 - April 2019
Avandu Vosi Studios, Kenya | August 2018 - April 2019
Sculptor’s Apprentice
Kevin Oduor - Kuona Trust Studio, Kenya | January 2018 - April 2018

Education 
Data Science, Moringa School 2025 - Present
2D Animation Certificate (Rubika), Africa Digital Media Institute
2020 - 2021									                 
Bachelor of  Arts (Fine Art and Design), Kenyatta University                                                                
2014 - 2018 							     

Mentorship and Training
Young Game Developers & Animators Incubator, Création Africa 
February 2024 - November 2025
Creative Producer’s Workshop, Some Fine Day Pix October 2025
Immersive Futures Lab, Fallohide Africa November 2024
Digital Lab Africa Bootcamp, Tshimologong Precinct 
April 2024 - August 2024

Pan African Metaverse Summit 2023
Xbox Game Camp Africa 2023		

Press
2021 - The Standard ‘Highlighting girls in the Tech World’.
2021 - KTN News Kenya, Featurette ‘ Girls in ICT ’.
2015 - Business Daily ‘The Rebirth of  Art with Societal Themes’.
2015 - The Star ‘Mask Award recognises young Artists’.

Exhibitions
2025 - Novembre Numérique at Alliance Française, Nairobi.
2023 - New Comma’s Common Ground event at Carnaby, London.
2022 - ‘PNGs Only’ an Augmented Reality Showcase held at iHub Kenya.
2018 - ‘A Step In Growth’ art exhibition held at Kuona Trust. 
2016 - ‘Transformation/Mabadiliko’ art exhibition at Zandra Rhodes Gallery, 
Rochester and Turner Contemporary, UK.
2015 - Mask Art Prize Winner art exhibition held at Saatchi Gallery, London.

Awards
Mask Art Prize Winner 2015, Kenya							     

Publications
Acid Box Project, 2025 
Kenyan Comics Anthology, 2024				  

Skills
Animation, Art Direction, Visual Development, Illustration, XR (AR/VR).
Traditional Painting and Sculpture.
Production, Distribution and Merchandising, Educational Consulting and 
Programming.

Paula Karanja
+(254) 713 235 399 | paula.karanja@gmail.com | Website | Nairobi, Kenya

https://www.paulakaranja.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/paula-karanja 


Career Highlights

Contributing to the anthology Kizazi Moto: Generation Fire as a Visual Development Artist on “You Give Me 
Heart”. Directed by South African filmmaker Lesego Vorster. The series won an Annie Award animation’s highest 
honor. Click the image to watch the trailer.

Press
2021 - The Standard ‘Highlighting girls in the Tech World’.
2021 - KTN News Kenya, Featurette ‘ Girls in ICT ’.
2015 - Business Daily ‘The Rebirth of  Art with Societal Themes’.
2015 - The Star ‘Mask Award recognises young Artists’.

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/evewoman/achieving-woman/article/2001410820/girls-in-ict-day-highlighting-girls-in-the-tech-world
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nt9qPeM0Y8U&ab_channel=KTNNewsKenya
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/bd/lifestyle/society/the-re-birth-of-art-with-social-themes-in-kenya-2088660
https://www.the-star.co.ke/sasa/society/2015-05-28-mask-award-recognises-young-artists/
https://youtu.be/WpypOiIB2jc?si=ysbSrv3LZYa8Zpn7


Community Leadership and Membership

•Huescape Art Collective - Founding Member
A Kenyan community of  entertainment design artists founded in 2023. As passionate professionals the collective 
collaborates on Animation, XR and Game Design projects. 
•WebGen 254 - Educational Manager
A group of  Kenyan Web Generation animators ampilyfying and educating the next generation of  Kenyan animators.
•QwaniComix - Program Manager
QwaniComix champions the artistry of  young writers and comics, curating a community of  creatives where there is a 
place for everyone.
•Women In Animation - Member/Mentor 
An advocacy group supporting female identifying and non-binary people in animation, visual effects and gaming.
•Black N Animated - Member/Mentor
An advocacy organization that informs, educates and inspires black creatives in animation industry careers.
•Rise Up Animation - Member
An advocacy organization that supports people of  colour rise up in the animation industry.
•Africartoons- Member
Africartoons is a platform for established cartoonists based in Africa whose work is regularly published in the 
mainstream media.
•REVEAL! Comics ConversationsEA- Member
A platform to discuss, celebrate & hangout/interviews with comic artists, launch new comic books.

https://www.instagram.com/webgen_254/
https://www.qwani.co.ke/
https://womeninanimation.org/
https://blacknanimated.carrd.co/
https://www.riseupanimation.org/
http://africartoons.com/node
https://www.instagram.com/revealcomicsconversationsea/https://www.instagram.com/revealcomicsconversationsea/


Community Involvement

My collaboration with these organizations and collectives have included production, direction, art direction, 
distribution and merchandising, business and creative counsel, exhibitions and workshops, mentorships and 
educational programming, policy and communications work with artists in these fields. Click the icon to learn more. 

Fallohide Africa Mask Prize New Comma Poppihin Inkspace Bureau

WebGen +254Mia NaneKultureKlubQwaniComixQwani

https://www.instagram.com/kultureklub.ke/
https://www.instagram.com/mianane_/
https://linktr.ee/qwanicomix?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnp56vJU9boKSvlB5K5lhd6oyolEsnVeC40w0F1dY_U_7_1xKnXhhRb7tYo_I_aem_wDMOCKMMcBqpja_QKQrtGQ
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Flinktr.ee%2Ffallohide%3Futm_source%3Dig%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3Dlink_in_bio%26fbclid%3DPAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnVGVRV1f9C2YNHFbIZuxHh37LURt3ml_F9pn20HPxM5YZ-yc64AZNTzHbZPg_aem_fWkdHggkohgOeDJnTn8zzw&e=AT3tHQ3XA-VCNCIPLDHjBd_Sib6uxQnYbAQduIdNx9efQxCf_0BipM57kbvZsswGm6mW2M0XsXFwI8-CBdY9S-2iBNXh746a_RQUzSRp4Q
https://www.qwani.co.ke/
https://www.instagram.com/inkspace_bureau/
https://l.instagram.com/?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmaskcreate.org%2FMASK-Artists%2F%3Futm_source%3Dig%26utm_medium%3Dsocial%26utm_content%3Dlink_in_bio%26fbclid%3DPAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnypc-BiEX5UQuOZKwFuLurNcX3ul5eafGJCHM_mZGjnagud8A70bW1Z5-ntY_aem_1op2pBdo-p0onmkgkIxbIA&e=AT1Cnm6fW2nb3mJHIy5Iq7PQ7sCp9tYspsvZ-RIQsDiZDfkw2I09tGzf7DqHo00VmbuhpTEHqfbo30jdj3jFb9cUNSgdDAO5NOArFgX6tA
https://newcomma.com/?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQMMjU2MjgxMDQwNTU4AAGnGQP6rz9fgmtQ1vzsYia6iAnN50BYx0JN-nnWVcQ6NRxRnz339e_zQ5R6NTQ_aem_T0O6l38RF65ADRKQvmiSMA
https://www.instagram.com/poppihin/
https://www.instagram.com/webgen_254/





